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To unit conventions taking place around Aotearoa 

 
Beloved friends, Tēnā koutou katoa 

Reports of the summer schools held recently around the country have thrilled the National Spiritual 
Assembly. They are beautiful examples of being conscious of having an outward orientation, creating 
a welcoming environment, and building elements of a robust community life regardless of the 
occasion or the space we are in. Our thanks go out to all who helped create such enriching spaces.   

The National Assembly suggests the friends use the unit conventions as an opportunity to reflect on 
progress that has occurred over the initial two years of the Nine Year Plan, on what has been learned, 
on what the implications of this are for future actions, on what you see as aspects in community life 
that will help achieve the goals of the Plan, and on what obstacles may need to be overcome.  

These unit conventions give an opportunity to reflect on what we have learned about connecting 
others to Bahá’u’lláh’s vision for humanity, about building vibrant communities, engaging with 
educational endeavours, and striving to release the society-building power of the Faith in ever 
greater measures. 

Central to all that we learn in these arenas is the guidance of the Universal House of Justice, which 
articulates the vision, elaborates the concepts, delineates the major processes, and outlines the 
broad structures of the Plan. With this understanding, the National Assembly continues to commend 
Bahá’ís across Aotearoa to continue to study the recent guidance from the House of Justice, 
especially the letter dated November 28, 2023.  

And for all of us who are distressed by the continued suffering in the world, the following passage 
from the Supreme Body elegantly captures our best response to the pain and suffering we behold: 

“Let every one who is awake to the condition of the world, and to the persistent evils that warp the 
lives of its inhabitants, heed Bahá’u’lláh’s call to selfless and steadfast service—heroism for the 
present age. What else will rescue the world but the efforts of countless souls who each make the 
welfare of humanity their principal, their dominating concern?”  

The Universal House of Justice, October 2019 

 
With loving Bahá’í greetings and aroha, 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of New Zealand 


